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Course outline

	Title
	English phonetics and pronunciation

	Lecturer
	dr L. Rupp
( 11A-29, ( 020 598 6519, ( l.rupp@let.vu.nl
Office hour: to be announced

	Module code
	

	Credits
	3

	Period
	2 and 3

	Level
	Undergraduate

	Course objectives
	Knowledge: you can describe the major concepts in phonetics and phonology (with particular application to English) and the sounds that are critical in acquiring an adequate pronunciation of English.
Skills: you can hear and identify these concepts and sounds in analyses of English pronunciation (of your own and others)
Attitude: you can explain the importance of having an adequate pronunciation of English, you are critical of your own English pronunciation, and you continuously seek to refine your English pronunciation.
Competence: you can adjust your own pronunciation and that of other people, and you will do so in situations that require this.

	Content
	Week 1: Introduction, IPA, vowels.
Week 2: Organs of speech, consonants.

Week 3: More on vowels and consonants.

Week 4: Transcription.

Week 5: Syllable structure en word stress.

Week 6: Rhythm, intonation and connected speech.

Week 7: Accent of English.
Week 1 through 7: The 10 most common English pronunciation difficulties for Dutch speakers.

	Form of tuition
	Interactive lectures, illustrated with audiovisual material wherever possible. You are expected to do weekly reading and assignments. 

The assignments are prepared and presented in small groups.

	Course readings
	Carr, P. (1999). English phonetics and phonology: an introduction. Blackwell.
Ashby, P. (2005). Speech sounds. Routledge.

	Assessment
	Written exam (100%) and two recordings of your English pronunciation. In order to be assigned a mark for the exam, you need to have made the two recordings. Instructions for making the recordings will be given in the first class.

	Study load
	3 ECTS = 84 hrs, consisting of:
· 14 hours in class.
· 35 hours of preparation for classes (approx. 5 hours per week).
· 10 hours of preparation for the recordings and making the recordings.
· 25 hours of preparation for the exam and writing the exam. 

	Target group
	1st year students with a major in English Linguistics

	Entry requirements
	Not applicable

	Language of instruction
	English



	Blackboard
	Yes

	Remarks
	Class attendance is obligatory.

You will be assigned to a group on in the first class. The names and e-mail addresses of your group members will be posted on Blackboard

The weekly group assignments must be submitted through Blackboard before set deadlines. The weekly assignments will not be marked. However, in order for your exam to me marked, you should have completed at least 80% of the weekly assignments on time, have attended at least 80% of the classes and have made two recordings. If you are unable to attend classes or submit homework due to illness or for other good reasons, you should notify your teacher.


